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J-2 EMPLOYMENT AUTHORIZATION 
 

I. EXPLANATION 
Dependents  o f  J -1  scho lar s  and s tuden ts  who are  in  the  U.S .  i n  J -2  s ta tus  a re  e l i g ib le  to  app ly  to  US Ci t i zensh ip  
and Immigra t i on  Serv ices (USCIS)  f o r  work  au thor i za t i on .  Th is  au thor iza t i on  i s  cons idered a  pr i v i lege by  USCIS 
and is  NOT automa t i ca l l y  guaranteed.   Th is  handout  w i l l  exp la in  r es t r i c t i ons  and how to  app ly  f o r  J -2  wo rk  
author i za t ion .  
 

II. HIGHLIGHTS 
➢  J-2  work  author iza t i ons  are  ob ta ined th rough a  mai l - in  app l i ca t ion  tha t  takes 3 -4  months to  process .    
➢  The J -2  dependent  may no t  beg in  to  work  unt i l  s /he  rece ives the  Emp loyment  Author iza t ion  Documen t  (EAD)  

f rom USCIS.   
➢  J-2  work  perm i t s  a l l ow  the  ho lder  to  work  in  any job ,  fu l l - t ime or  par t - t ime ,  bu t  employmen t  may not  ex tend 

beyond  the  end date  on the  EAD.  A pend ing app l i ca t ion  fo r  ex tens ion  o f  s tay  o r  fo r  a  new EAD does  no t  
au thor i ze  you to  con t inue work ing .  There fore ,  ex tens ions  o f  work  au thor iza t ion  shou ld  be  app l i ed  we l l  i n  
advance o f  t he  exp i r a t i on  date  o f  the  EAD (4  months  in  advance) .  

➢  J-2  emp loyment  can  be  au thor ized fo r  as  long as  the  J -1  has perm iss ion  to  s tay .  In  the  past ,  these 
author i za t ions  were  on ly  g iven fo r  one  year ,  bu t  under  cur ren t  po l icy  are  be ing  issued fo r  longer .  

➢  There  i s  no  lega l  l im i t  to  t he  amount  o f  money tha t  a  J -2  may earn .   However ,  t he  earn ings o f  J -2  
dependents  are  sub jec t  to  app l i cab le  federa l ,  s ta te ,  l oca l ,  and  Soc ia l  Secur i t y  t axes (F ICA)  and employers  
are  requ i red  by  law to  wi thho ld  those taxes f rom paychecks.  By Ap r i l  15  you must  f i le  federa l  income tax  
re turns  w i th  the  In terna l  Revenue  Serv ice  ( IRS) ,  and  s ta te  tax  o f f ic ia l s  cover ing  the  pr io r  ca lenda r  year .  

 
III. OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

A.  Soc ia l  Secur i ty  Number  (SSN)  
To proper ly  repor t ,  your  employer  w i l l  need your  Soc ia l  Secur i t y  number ,  wh ich  you can  ob ta in  by  app ly ing  fo r  a  
Soc ia l  Secur i ty  card .  You may be ab le  to  app ly  on  the  cur ren t  emp loymen t  app l ica t i on  ( fo rm  I -765)  o r  you  can 
app ly  a f te r  you  rece ive  the  work  permiss ion  by  t ak ing  your  passpor t ,  I - 94  Depar ture /Ar r i va l  Card ,  copy o f  you 
and your  s pouse ’s  J - 1  Fo rm DS-2019,  and  your  EAD to  the  Soc ia l  Secur i t y  o f f i ce  to  app ly  fo r  the  SSN.  
 
B.  Home Residency  and  Employer  Concerns  
I f  t he  J -1  s tudent  o r  scho lar  i s  sub jec t  to  the  two -year  home res idency requ i rement ,  h is  o r  her  J -2  dependents  
are  a lso  sub jec t  to  the  requ i remen t  and are  preven ted f rom sw i t ch ing  to  an  H o r  o ther  emp loymen t  v i sa  unt i l  t he  
J -1  gets  a  wa iver  o f  the  requ i rement  o r  re turns  home for  two years .   Because  employers  are  aware  o f  the  two -
year  home re turn  requ i rement  fo r  J  v i sa  ho lders ,  some employers  MAY be  re luc tant  to  h i re  those  on  J -2  v i sas  fo r  
longer - te rm pos i t ions  even  i f  they  have work  perm iss ion .  I f  you have quest ions abou t  whe ther  you are  sub jec t  t o  
the  two–year  requ i r ement ,  p lease consu l t  an  in te rnat iona l  adv i sor  in  GEO.  
 

IV .  APPL ICAT ION PROCESS  (You  must  f i l e  on  p aper  st i l l  as  o f  08 /2025)  
STEP 1: Assemble the Following Items: 
❑  Payment:  A $520  check payab le  to  “Depar tment  o f  Homeland Secur i ty . ”    
❑  Form I -765 :  Ava i l ab le  a t  h t tp : / /www.usc is .gov / i - 765  Comple te  the  paper  fo rm and s ign  a t  t he  bot to m 

(h t tps : / /www.usc is .gov /s i t es /de fau l t / f i l es /document / f o rms / i -765.pd f  ) .  On  i tem #27 ,  pu t  in  the  code “ (c ) (5 ) ( ) . ”  
P lease note  th i s  f o rm is  rev i sed  o f ten .  There fore ,  you must  down load the  most  recent  ve rs ion  o f  the  fo rm  
f rom the  USCIS webs i te .  USCIS genera l ly  on ly  accepts  the  Form I - 765  tha t  re f lec ts  the  most  recen t  vers ion .   

❑  Form G-1145  E-Not i f i cat ion of  Appl icat ion/Pet i t ion Acceptance :  www.usc is .gov/ fo rms  Th is  fo rm ensu res 
e lec t ron ic  no t i f i ca t i on  tha t  your  app l i ca t ion  has been  rece ive d .  You wi l l  be  no t i f ied  v ia  emai l  and/or  t ex t  
message o f  rece ip t  o f  your  app l i ca t ion  and you wi l l  be  g iven the  rece ip t  number  fo r  your  r ecords .  The 
not i f i ca t ion  is  a  cour tesy  serv i ce ,  bu t  i t  does not  p rov ide  lega l  p roof  o f  r ece ip t .  We recommend a l l  J -2  EAD 
app l i can ts  use th i s  f o rm.  

mailto:iadvisor@unm.edu
https://isss.unm.edu/
http://www.uscis.gov/i-765
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/forms/i-765.pdf
http://www.uscis.gov/forms
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❑  Two passpor t  photos :  secured in  an  enve lope  and a t tached to  the  app l ica t i on .  P i c tu res  can be taken a t  any  
locat ion  tha t  takes  s tandard  passpor t  photos .   I n  penc i l  (o r  l igh t l y  in  pen) ,  p r in t  your  name and wr i te  your  
admiss ion  number  ( I -94#)  on  the  back o f  each pho to  

❑  Financ ia l  s tatement :  See  ins t ruc t ions and  samp le  be low.  USCIS wi l l  not  app rove  an  EAD app l i ca t ion  i f  the  
J -2  emp loyment  income i s  needed fo r  suppor t  o f  t he  J -1 .  

❑  Evidence of  funds :  Photocopy o f  J -1 ’s  fund ing sou rce documenta t i on .  
❑  Copies of  J -1  and  J -2  passpor ts ,  v isas,  I -94s,  and a l l  Forms DS -2019.  
 
FOR EXTENSION/RENEWAL OF THE EMPLOYMENT AUTHORIZATION DOCUMENT (EAD) (wh ich  takes 3 -4  months) ,  

inc lude a l l  t he  above  i t ems PLUS:  
❑ Copies of  a l l  previous EADs :  Photocopy o f  a l l  p rev ious ly  i ssued  EAD cards f rom USCIS.  
 
 
STEP 2: Write a Financial Statement Letter: 
This  i s  a  sample ;  p lease  modi fy  your  le t te r  to  best  descr ibe  your  s i t ua t ion .  

(Your  name )  
(Your  s t ree t  address) ,  (Your  c i t y ,  s ta te ,  and z ip  code)  
(Date)  
Dear  S i r  o r  Madam:  
 
I ,  ( your  name) ,  am the  J -2  dependent  o f  the  J -1  Exchange Vis i to r  (J -1 ’s  name)  and  I  w ish  to  app ly  f o r  J - 2  
employmen t  au thor i za t ion .  My (spouse or  paren t )  r ece ives  a  ( sa lar y ,  g ran t ,  o r  s t ipend)  f rom ( spec i fy  source)  
su f f i c ien t  to  p rov ide  fo r  a l l  our  expenses.  My income is  no t  necessary  to  he lp  f inanc ia l ly  suppor t  the  fami ly .  I  
wou ld  l i ke  the  oppo r tun i t y  to  work  fo r  p ro fess iona l  deve lopmen t  ( cu l tu ra l  o r  educa t iona l  purposes o r  l anguage  
oppor tun i t ies) .  P lease  grant  me perm iss ion  to  be  employed .  
 
Enc losed are  a l l  requ i red  documen ts  fo r  my app l ica t ion  ( l i s t  documen ts) .  Thank you very  much fo r  your  
ass is tance .  
S incere ly ,  
(your  s ignatu re)  
(your  name)  

 
 
STEP 3: Mail Your Application and All Attachments to the USCIS (see above) 
Make  cop ies  o f  a l l  the  documen ts  fo r  your  r eco rds . Mai l  the  app l i ca t ion  i n  a  l a rge enve lope v ia  t he  U.S . Posta l  
Serv i ce  (USPS)  to  the  USCIS Da l las  Lockbox  a t :   
  USCIS  

At tn :  NFB  
P.O.  Box  660867  
Da l las ,  TX 75266 -0867  

 
Or  you can send i t  v ia  FedEx ,  UPS or  DHL  to :  
USCIS  
At tn :  NFB (Box  660867)  
2501  S.  S ta te  Hwy.  121  Bus iness  
Su i te  400  
Lew isv i l l e ,  TX 75067 -8003  
 
I f  you  ma i l  i t  a t  t h rough the  USPS,  we recommend you use  “ce r t i f i ed  mai l ,  re tu rn  rece ip t ”  wh ich  you request  a t  
the  post  o f f ice  or  any o the r  postage tha t  p rov ides you proof  o f  de l i ver y .  You shou ld  keep  the  p roo f  o f  de l i very  
wi th  your  app l ica t ion  cop ies .  Wi th in  4 -6  weeks  o f  mai l ing  your  app l ica t i on  to  USCIS,  you  shou ld  r ece ive  a  
standard  “no t ice  o f  ac t ion”  le t te r  s ta t ing  tha t  USCIS has  rece ived the  app l i ca t i on .  The No t i ce  o f  Act ion  i s  a  very  
impo r tan t  document  tha t  can he lp  t r ack  the  s ta tus  o f  your  app l i ca t ion .  The case number  i n  t he  top  le f t  co rner  o f  
th i s  rece ip t  no t i ce  can be used to  ca l l  USCIS or  l ook  on the i r  webs i te  a t  h t tp : / / usc is .gov  under  “ check  case 
s ta tus”  to  check on your  case .   I f  you  do  no t  ge t  th is  le t te r  w i th in  6  weeks o f  mai l ing  your  app l ica t i on ,  contac t  an  
adv isor  a t  GEO for  more  in fo rmat ion .  

http://uscis.gov/

